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politician, and author William Bradford Reed134 (1806-1876).
Reed was the grandson of the Revolutionary soldier and statesman
Joseph Reed (1741-1785), whose biography he wrote, as he did
that of Esther de Berdt, the loyalist's daughter whom Joseph Reed
married. Reed's father was for many years Recorder of Philadel-
phia, and that city was Reed's home during nearly the whole of his
life. He was a precocious boy, who graduated from the University
of Pennsylvania at the age of sixteen. After building up a lucra-
tive law practice and serving two terms in the state legislature, he
became in 1838 the youngest Attorney-General in Pennsylvania
history. His leisure, meantime, had been devoted to study and
writing, and he had gained some recognition as an authority on the
American Revolution. When Thackeray first met him, he was
District Attorney of Philadelphia, a post he held from 1850 to
1856, and part-time Professor of American History at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

Thackeray found a congenial companion in this brilliant and
scholarly man of affairs, and he was equally attracted to his brother
Henry Hope Reed, a lifelong student of English literature who
also taught at the University of Pennsylvania. He made the Reed
home his house of call in Philadelphia, as the Baxter residence was
in New York.

He seemed to take a fancy to me and mine [Reed writes in Haud Im-
memor 13S] ; and I certainly loved him. He used to come to my house,
not the abode of wealth or luxury, almost every day, and often more
than once a day. He talked with my little children, and told them odd
fairy tales; and I now see him (this was on his second visit) one day in
Walnut Street, walking slowly along with my little girl by the hand;
the tall, grey-headed, spectacled man, with an effort accomodating
himself to the toddling child by his side; and then he would bring her
home; and one day, when we were to have a great dinner given to him
at the Club, and my wife was ill, and my household disarranged, and

134 The most accurate account of Reed's life is that in The Dictionary of
American Biography, but Manton Marble's brief memoir prefixed to Memories
of Familiar Books (New York, 1876), a collection of the literary papers of
Reed's last years, may also be consulted with profit.

135 His memorial essay on Thackeray, privately printed in  1864.   The
passage quoted is on pp. 3~4*